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Draft: Guidance for Industry 

Proper Labeling of Honey and  

Honey Products 
Updated April 2014 

 

This guidance advises firms on the proper labeling of honey 

and honey products to help ensure that honey and honey prod-

ucts are not adulterated or misbranded under sections 402 and 

403 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (the FD&C 

Act) (21 U.S.C. 342 and 343).    

 

Full document available at: 

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/GuidanceRegulation/

GuidanceDocumentsRegulatoryInformation/LabelingNutrition/

UCM389828.pdf 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Who are the members of the Empire State Honey Producers Association (ESHPA)? 

ESHPA open to all beekeepers in NYS, from the hobbyist with one hive, to the  commercial migratory beekeeper 
with thousands.    This is  made clear in the preamble of the bylaws: 

To promote and protect the interests of New York State beekeepers, and  
 
To form an association for mutual benefit of New York State honey producers; to promote and assist in efforts to 
preserve and protect the honey bee; to assist New York State honey producers in promoting, marketing and publi-
cizing honey and hive products and educate the public to the value of honey bee pollination; to aid in presenting a 
uniform point of view on concerns of New York State honey producers to state and federal agencies and the gen-
eral public. 
 
To procure uniformity and certainty in customs and usages of trade and commerce, and of those having a common 
trade, business, financial or professional interest; to promote a more enlarged and friendly intercourse among bee-
keepers. 

ESHPA was originally founded in 1870 as the  “New York State Bee-Keepers Association”, with dues of $1 
(considered too high by many potential members). Ladies interested in beekeeping could join with just a signature. 

Today ESHPA  is a 501(c) (5)  Federal Tax exempt  corporation with a governing board elected by the general mem-
bership.  Full bylaws are available at  ESHPA.org .   Regional “North-Eastern” “Southern” “Western” and “Long Is-
land” directors  are elected to three-year terms.   Officers are elected to two year terms.    

The majority of ESHPA members have less than 50 hives according to a voluntary online survey conducted in 2012.
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Summer Picnic—continued from page 1 
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Donal Peterson mentioned the first Long Island Beekeepers Confer-

ence, which took place during the year, with 110 attending. Guest 

speaker Jim Haskell’s program featured “Over-wintering Nucs in 

Summer Dearth Areas, Bee Club Sponsored Queen and Nuc Pro-

gram.” Jeff Pettis presented “Why Queens are Failing, The Mystery 

and Myth of CCD and Pollinator Declines.” Mike Palmer spoke 

about “Setting Up, Managing, Wintering, and Raising Queens to 

Support Nucleus Colonies.” 

 

OLD AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

The second motion was made by Pat Bono to recommend the pur-

chase of liability insurance coverage for board members at the gen-

eral membership meeting. The motion was seconded by Mark 

Berninghausen, and was unanimously passed. Advice from an attor-

ney confirms that an organization could suffer significant financial 

loss should it require defending itself against legal action taken 

against it. Similar organizations such as the Eastern Apicultural So-

ciety carry this type of insurance for its board members. 

 

The third motion was made by Pat Bono for the Apiary Inspection 

Advisory Committee to provide ESHPA with copies of meeting 

minutes, whether final or draft, and to keep ESHPA informed of any 

other executive actions taken. The motion was seconded by Mark 

Berninghausen and was unanimously passed. Chuck Kutik was 

named to continue his role as liaison between ESHPA and AIAC. 

Chuck mentioned that concerns may be communicated to himself as 

well as Dan Winter and Sam Hall. 

 

The fourth motion made by Pat Bono was, during Sam Hall’s meet-

ing with Wegmans Supermarket management, he will mention that 

ESHPA is in support of maintaining the Dyce Lab professorship at 

Cornell University. The motion was seconded by Mark Berninghau-

sen and was unanimously passed. Sam Hall is a representative of a 

group of concerned beekeepers that is soliciting corporate and indi-

vidual pledges to help fund the continuation of apiary research being 

done at Dyce Lab. 

 

Pat Bono proposed a resolution: “Whereas Cornell University, a 

Land Grant College, has a legacy of enriching beekeeping in NYS, 

and NYS beekeepers would benefit from a continuation of an apicul-

tural position within Cornell University, the Empire State Honey 

Producers Association has always supported a professorship at Cor-

nell University and continues to do so.” 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Dysfunction within the organization, and how to address it, was a 

topic of the meeting. Some feel that the group’s purpose of 

“Promoting and protecting the interests of New York State Beekeep-

ers” has come into debate in recent years. In fact, one can research 

notes of meeting minutes long past that describe the exact same 

problem. Constructive conversations about these challenges are a 

good start towards achieving solutions that will benefit all members.  

 

Elections will be held on the following day at the general member-

ship meeting. This year, voting will take place for the office of presi-

dent, three vice president positions, secretary, treasurer, western di-

rector, and two southern director openings.  

 

There was a discussion concerning the need for ESHPA to purchase 

instruments to own and use in judging honey competitions. This 

 

Date and Time: Thursday, November 14, 2013 - 7:00 p.m. 

Place: Comfort Inn and Suites, Syracuse, NY 

 

President Aaron Morris called the meeting to order. Minutes of the 

summer board and general membership meeting, officer and director 

list, State Fair report, and treasurer’s report were presented by Hans 

Junga. Annual financial report for the NY Bee Wellness Workshops 

was provided by Pat Bono. 

 

Officers and directors also in attendance were Mark Berninghausen, 

Sue Garing, Chuck Kutik, Donal Peterson, and Amy Wakefield. 

 

The first motion to accept the summer board meeting minutes was 

made by Mark Berninghausen. It was seconded by Sue Garing and 

was unanimously passed. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

An amendment to the bylaws concerning proxy voting was dis-

cussed. Board members would like to eliminate proxy voting as long 

as it is not a requisite for the bylaws. Robert’s Rules of Order dis-

courages proxy and absentee voting for organizations other than 

those organized for financial purposes. 

 

It was decided that ballot voting will be the method used to collect 

and count votes to determine winners of the board’s term limit and 

vacancy elections. Voting will be done by written ballot to insure 

confidentiality, and will contain recommendations from the board 

with space made available for write-in nominees. 

 

Pat Bono presented the annual financial report for NY Bee Wellness 

Workshops for year 2 of the Federal Grant. Highlights included the 

net cost to ESHPA of zero dollars. The matching funds required to 

administer the grant was offset by workshop tuition for 2012 and 

2013, and projected tuition for 2014. The sale of promotional items 

also accounted for income raised. Goals for 2014 include upgrading 

the website, two intensive workshops in western and eastern NY, 

providing teaching materials to local clubs, continuation and expan-

sion of the program beyond 2014. 

 

The legislative bill for the NY standard of identity for honey is cur-

rently inactive. While the national standard is also in rough draft 

form, an opportunity exists for amendments, changes or improve-

ments to be negotiated in the interim. The standard of identity was 

started as a goal to ensure quality honey. 

 

Efforts to promote NY state produced honey by ESHPA have been 

evident throughout the year. Pat Bono has increased awareness 

through the bee wellness program with new banners, t-shirts, etc., 

that provided visibility at places such as Washington, D.C., and the 

NY State Fair. 

 

Aaron Morris received a kind letter of appreciation from the Discov-

ery Center of the Southern Tier for the contribution made by ESHPA 

at the summer meeting. As part of their honey bee educational exhib-

it, they are searching for assistance in designing and constructing an 

observation hive. 

 

The National Pollinator Defense Fund is now known as the Pollina-

tor Stewardship Council. ESHPA remains interested in following the 

accomplishments of this group. 



 equipment was loaned by individuals in the past for judging the hon-

ey show at the State Fair. Chuck Kutik recommends bringing this 

item to the general membership for a vote. 

 

The fifth motion was made by Pat Bono to consider changing the 

organization’s name to “The New York State Beekeepers Associa-

tion.” Amy Wakefield seconded the motion. The motion carried with 

a vote of 7 in favor, to 1 opposed. It is thought that the word “honey 

producer” may discourage a beginner beekeeper from joining the 

group, while “beekeeper” better describes every member, regardless 

of their specialty. The proposed new name is actually the original 

name the organization had upon its formation in 1870. 

 

Pat Bono proposed a resolution: “Whereas the NY Bee Wellness pro-

gram has been a success, teaching many beekeepers honey bee dis-

ease recognition through workshops and local clubs, and has been 

financially well budgeted to incur no net cost to the Empire State 

Honey Producers Association, the Empire State Honey Producers 

shall allocate donated funds to continue the NY Bee Wellness pro-

gram beyond 2014 in the amount of $4,000.00 after August 14, 

2014.” 

 

The sixth motion was made by Pat Bono to encourage ESHPA to 

make a donation to continue funding for the NY Bee Wellness Work-

shops when the USDA grant expires in 2014. The motion was se-

conded by Chuck Kutik and will be presented to the general member-

ship for a vote. After August 14, Pat is interested in establishing the 

NY Bee Wellness Workshops as a separate 501(c) (3) entity, allowing 

for it to accept non-taxable donations. 

 

The seventh motion was proposed to advocate a NYS Honey Promo-

tion Program. The motion was tabled for further discussion by the 

committee. It has been pointed out that it has been a challenge for 

some beekeepers to keep up with the demand for their NY produced 

honey during seasons of low honey yields. 

 

GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Ed and Judy Doan are not expected to attend the fall meeting for the 

first time in countless years. Ed is recovering from a recent illness 

and a “get well” card will be made available at the general member-

ship meeting for all to sign and wish him all the best. 

 

Amy Wakefield revealed a special award made for Dr. Nicholas Cal-

derone upon his retirement from Dyce Lab. A gold plated hive tool 

was mounted on a plaque with an inscription which thanked Nick for 

his efforts and contributions he has made to NY beekeepers during 

his professorship at Cornell.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m., November 14, 2013. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hans Junga 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Advertisement 



 

 
Date and Time: Friday, November 15, 2013 - 3:15 p.m. 

Place: Comfort Inn and Suites, Syracuse, NY 

 

President Aaron Morris called the meeting to order. The Summer 

Meeting Minutes, Treasurer’s Report, and State Fair Report were 

provided by Hans Junga. The Annual Financial Report for the NY 

Bee Wellness Workshops was provided by Pat Bono. 

 

Roll call was made via sign up sheet, and is listed on page 4 of 

meeting minutes. Officers present were Aaron Morris - President, 

Mark Berninghausen - 1st Vice President, Pat Bono - 2nd Vice 

President, Greg Kalicin - Past President, and Hans Junga - Secretar-

y/Treasurer. Directors present were Chuck Kutik - Director at 

Large, Bob Brachmann, Sue Garing, Donal Peterson, Bill Roome, 

and Amy Wakefield. 

 

The first motion to accept the Summer Meeting minutes was made 

by Greg Kalicin. It was seconded by Chuck Kutik and was unani-

mously passed. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

The second motion was made by Bill Ferris to amend Article 3, 

Section 6 of the Bylaws to discontinue the practice of proxy voting 

at ESHPA business meetings. The motion was seconded by Mark 

Berninghausen and was passed by majority vote of 40 in favor, to 8 

against. 

 

NY Bee Wellness - Workshops that were designed to help beginner 

beekeepers were attended by 550 students from 19 clubs in and 

around New York State. Plans are to update the website and for 

continued growth through 2015. Pat Bono expressed her gratitude to 

Christina Wahl for teaching the microscopy portion of the work-

shops. Thanks were also given to Betterbee, the Mid York Club, and 

Western NY Honey Producers for their generous donations to the 

program. 

 

NY Honey Standard - There is nothing new to report while the leg-

islative bill is currently inactive. The national standard which is in 

rough draft form is also inactive. Those in favor would like a mod-

ernized version of the standard established in 1902 that would set 

limits for high moisture content, and that honey with pollen re-

moved should be labeled as such. 

 

NY Honey Promotion - Members are encouraged to list themselves 

in the “Buy Local Honey” link on the ESHPA website. Banners and 

other promotional items made this year could be seen at the State 

Fair at the honey booth. The “Taste NY” theme brought many peo-

ple to see ESHPA at the fair. Pat Bono attended Farm Days in 

Washington DC again featuring honey from NY. 

 

ESHPA Outreach - The Discovery Center in the Southern Tier was 

very grateful for the contribution made at the Summer Meeting to 

help fund their Honey Bee Educational Exhibit. They are interested 

in assistance with an installation of an observation hive. 

 

The National Pollinator Defense Fund is now known as the Pollina-

tor Stewardship Council. Chuck Kutik and Bob Brachmann will 

stay in contact with the organization for reports on the progress of 

activities that ESHPA has helped to fund. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

The third motion was made by Bill Ferris to approve expenditures 

for liability insurance coverage for ESHPA board members. It was 

seconded by Ray Lackey and was carried by majority vote of 45 in 

favor, to 3 against. 

 

Stephen Wilson took the floor to give a report on a meeting at Cor-

nell University between a group of “concerned beekeepers” and the 

entomology department. The purpose of the meeting was to express 

the importance of keeping Dyce Lab open, to maintain the faculty 

position left upon the retirement of Dr. Nicholas Calderone, and to 

continue the extension program. Corporate and individual pledges 

are being accepted to add to the $30,000 pledged so far. Money 

pledged towards this goal is a sign of commitment by New York 

beekeepers. It is hoped that the university will consider the priority 

of apiculture before the final decision date to close Dyce Lab on 

March 15, 2014. 

 

Pat Bono proposed a resolution: “Whereas Cornell University, a 

Land Grant College, has a legacy of enriching beekeeping in NYS, 

and NYS beekeepers would benefit from a continuation of an api-

cultural position within Cornell University, the Empire State Honey 

Producers Association has always supported a professorship at Cor-

nell University and continues to do so.” 

 

Jonathan Ryan made the 4th motion for ESHPA to donate $2,000 

each year for the next 3 years towards a pledge to keep Dyce Lab 

open. Mark Rulison seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 

 

Concerns were voiced by some that the money may not be spent as 

the members intended it to be. Proponents claim that there is sup-

port by the apple and dairy industry, NY Farm Bureau, and out of 

state entities that are in favor of maintaining a honey bee research 

facility at Cornell. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

The fifth motion was made by Chuck Kutik to spend up to $1,000 

on equipment for judging honey shows, to be the property of 

ESHPA. A pfund grader, refractometer, and polariscope were in-

struments being considered. This equipment will also be made 

available for loan to other local beekeeping clubs. The motion was 

seconded by Christina Wahl and was unanimously approved. 

 

The sixth motion was made by Pat Bono to consider changing the 

name of Empire State Honey Producers Association to New York 

State Beekeepers. This is in effort to better define the current mem-

bership of hobbyists, queen producers, pollinators, as well as the 

traditional honey producers. Jonathan Ryan suggested that this mo-

tion be entertained at the next fall meeting. 

 

Pat Bono proposed a resolution: “Whereas the NY Bee Wellness 

program has been a success, teaching many beekeepers honey bee 

disease recognition through workshops and local clubs, and has 

been financially well budgeted to incur no net cost to the Empire 

State Honey Producers Association, that the Empire State Honey 

Producers to allocate donated funds to continue the NY Bee Well-

ness program beyond 2014 in the amount of $4,000.00 after August 

14, 2014.” 

 

The seventh motion was made by Pat Bono for ESHPA to allocate 



 funds in the amount of $4,000 when the USDA grant expires on 

August 14, 2014. The motion was seconded by Mark Berninghau-

sen and was approved by a vote of 47 in favor, to 1 against. 

 

The eighth motion was made by Stephen Wilson to waive date of 

record requirements as written in the bylaws (ARTICLE III, SEC-

TION 4, FIXING RECORD DATE). A member must be current in 

dues payment 10 days before an election in order to be eligible to 

vote and run for a position on the Board. An exception was request-

ed to allow a member to be considered for a Director position after 

payment of dues was made on the day of the election. The motion 

was seconded by Peter Bizzoso, and after discussion, the motion 

was disallowed. Requests for changes to the bylaws must be made 

30 days in advance of an election. 

 

ELECTIONS 

 

An election ballot was printed and furnished to each member with 

candidates selected at the board meeting and nominations made 

from the floor. The ninth motion to close nominations was made by 

Christina Wahl. It was seconded by Ray Lackey, and was unani-

mously carried. Ballots were collect and counted by Sue Garing and 

Amy Wakefield, and results were announced on Saturday morning. 

 

The office of President nominees were Aaron Morris and Mark 

Berninghausen. Mark Berninghausen won the election with 38 

votes. Aaron Morris received 23 votes. 

 

The office of 1st Vice President nominee was Chuck Kutik. He ran 

unopposed and won the election. 

 

The office of 2nd Vice President nominees were Pat Bono and Eric 

Sprout. Eric Sprout won the election with 40 votes. Pat Bono re-

ceived 19 votes. 

 

The office of 3rd Vice President nominee was Dan Winter. He ran 

unopposed and won the election. 

 

The office of Secretary nominees were Pat Bono and Alayne Doan. 

Alayne Doan won the election with 42 votes. Pat Bono received 10 

votes for Secretary, and 7 votes for a combined Secretary/Treasurer 

position. 

 

The office of Treasurer nominees were Sue Garing and Pat Bono. 

Sue Garing won the election with 54 votes. Pat Bono received 2 

votes. 

 

The western Director nominees were Geri Hens and Jim Doan. Jim 

Doan won the election with 39 votes. Geri Hens received 17 votes. 

 

There were 2 southern Director positions open. The nominees were 

Peter Borst, Jon Ryan, and Rob Sorensen Jr. The first position was 

won by Jon Ryan with 44 votes. The second position was won by 

Peter Borst with 28 votes. Rob Sorensen Jr. received 24 votes. 

 

Due to time restrictions, the business meeting was continued on 

Saturday morning. 

 

GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

A “get well” card was circulated for all members to sign wishing a 

speedy recovery for Edward Doan, who is recovering from a recent 

illness. 

 

The “Beekeeper of the Year” award was presented to Hans Junga for 

his contributions to ESHPA since joining the organization in 2004, and 

serving as secretary/treasurer since 2007. 

 

A presentation of a Gold Hive Tool was made to honor Dr. Nicholas 

Calderone following his retirement from Cornell University. The 

plaque inscription read: 

 

Presented to 

Dr. Nicholas Calderone 

By 

The Empire State Honey Producers Association 

In recognition of his years of service to the beekeepers of New York 

State 

November 15, 2013 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m., November 16, 2013. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hans Junga 

Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

2013 Fall Meeting Roll Call of Members and Guests 

1. Neal Alexander 

2. Bryan Babcock 

3. Christin Babcock 

4. Annette Bair 

5. Lynn Barton 

6. Rob Bauman 

7. Darlene Bentley 

8. Mark  

    Berninghausen 

9. John Bishop III 

10. Peter Bizzoso 

11. David Boise 

12. Pat Bono 

13. Peter Borst 

14. Bob Brachmann 

15. Henry Brooks 

16. Wayne Bryan 

17. Joseph Cali 

18. Ben Carpenter 

19. Kim Carpenter 

20. Ben Chadwick 

21. Alan Clark 

22. Chris Cripps 

23. Alan Dixon 

24. Alayne Doan 

25. Jim Doan 

26. Theodore Elk 

27. Brian Evans 

28. Bill Ferris 

29. Anne Frey 

30. Sue Garing 

31. Roberta Glatz 

32. Rob Graves 

33. Joe Hewitt 

34. David Hill 

35. Theresa Jones 

36. Hans Junga 

37. Debs Kalicin 

38. Greg Kalicin 

39. Neal Kober 

40. Chuck Kutik 

41. Karen Kutik 

42. Ray Lackey 

43. Donald  

       Matheson 

44. Aaron Morris 

45. Donal Peterson 

46. Tim Pylman 

47. Bill Roome 

48. Ben Rulison 

49. Gary Rulison 

50. Mark Rulison 

51. Jonathan Ryan 

52. Ann Sill 

53. Rob Sorensen 

54. Eric Sprout 

55. Jill Stackpole 

56. Bob Talkiewicz 

57. Robin Towne 

58. Octavio 

      Vazquez 

59. Sonia Vazquez 

60. Earl Villecco 

61. Christina Wahl 

62. Amy Wakefield 

63. Rich Wakefield 

64. Thomas Wells 

65. Todd White 

66. Daniel Winter 

67. Larry Winter 

68. Stephen Wilson 

 



 



 

 

Member Name  

Business Name  

Mailing Line 1  

Mailing Line 2  

City, State, Zip  

E-Mail  

Phone 1  

Phone 2  

I would like to receive my newsletters by e-mail. 

Please mail my newsletter. 



ESHPA 

343 Morton Rd  

Hamlin, NY 14464  


